
JOHN LANDRIGAN ANSWERS SOME SEARCHINGQUESTIONS MICHELLE HYSLOP

At your service
When reporter John Landrigan applied for a job as a male chaperone, he was told he
could be someone’s cuppa tea — perhaps more gumboot than red zinger?

I
made the grade — just. Then,
after more careful consideration
of my clothes, I was told I didn’t
quite have what it takes to be a
male chaperone. Not just yet.

Betty McCullough and her daughter
and business partner, Rachael King, are
canvassing Auckland for men.

Suave, sophisticated men.
They had seen about 40 applicants

for their Knights2Rememba male
chaperone service before meeting me at
the swanky SkyCity Grand Hotel
Lobby Bar.

Our mock interview began
disjointedly because, if this had been a
real interview, the pair would have had
my curriculum vitae and it would have
been me asking most of the questions. I
gave them a rundown of my last 20
years in a 30-second burst.

This was enough to garner a few
nods of approval of my potential to
maintain a woman’s interest.

My presentation, however, was a
point of contention.

‘‘We could polish him up,’’ says

Betty. ‘‘He’s a bit untidy. He might be
someone’s cup of tea.’’

Brilliant, I thought, gumboot or red
zinger?

My protest that my clothes are
understated and that’s why they are
fashionable did not wash. Nor did
pointing out that McCullough and
King hail from Tauranga so they’d
know little about the quality of a
Bauhaus jacket.

Smart-casual, collared shirt, pressed
pants, dress shoes are the order of the
day for their men. I wore acceptable
shoes but they needed a polish.

Betty and Rachael thought it good
that I was well-educated though it was
not a prerequisite. Well travelled —
always good for conversation.

And humorous, especially when
defending my wardrobe.

I was being auditioned to take
women out on engagements. Certainly
not to be confused with escorting
women, which might suggest sexual
connotations or dates. This is not a
dating agency.

This is a service for women seeking
the company of men who will treat
the clients like ladies, who are good
conversationalists, and will spoil them
for an evening (with the women’s
money).

At a minimum of $180 for a three-
hour get-together (plus all expenses),
I had better resemble Cassa-bloody-
nova, at least conversationally and
with exacting etiquette.

‘‘We run an executive male
chaperone service for business or cor-
porate women,’’ says Betty. ‘‘Some-
one with no expectations at the end
of the evening.’’

So it is a non-sexual service: a dial-
up companion for weddings, business
dinners, theatre visits and confer-
ences.

‘‘I’ve come from a male-
dominated industry,’’ says Betty. ‘‘I
went to a lot of conferences alone.

‘‘This service is for women who are
not going out because they have no
one to go out with. Discretion guar-
anteed.’’
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8 Glen Road, Browns Bay,
North Shore City 0630.

www.forrests.co.nz

Ignite your career by becoming an International
Fitness Professional and get the Worlds only
specialised Fitness Business Diploma.

Part time and full time 10 week programmes.
Call us now on 09 414 6552.

www.collegeoffitness.co.nz
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STIHL SHOPTM

Albany

Sat 7th Nov 11am-2pm

Facepainting • Have-a-go challenges

• Sausage sizzle • Raffles • Giveaways

Gold coin donations to

New Zealand Fire Service

and Special Guest TIMBERSPORTS

World Champion

Jason Wynyard

DA
D AND LAD DAY

www.stihlshop.co.nz

Right into Outdoor Power Equipment

THE NEW STIHL SHOP™

For Hands-On Gardeners, Lifestylers, Farmers And Commercial Users.
Now, you can really get to grips with outdoor power equipment at STIHL SHOP™ Albany.
Do touch. Do fiddle. And please, pester us with questions. We only stock quality
products and have experts who can advise you on the right tool for the job –
whether it’s lawnmowers, linetrimmers, chainsaws, airbrooms, recyclers,
or ride-on mowers. And you’ll get full after sales service. So pop in, you’re all welcome!

Win a STIHL FS 45 ErgoStart Linetrimmer worth $345.

Come in and fill out an entry form before Saturday 7th November to be in to win.
And join us in store on Saturday 7th November to win other great raffle prizes
from STIHL, Panasonic and Fiskars valued between $149 and $998!

STIHL SHOP™ Albany
265 Albany Highway
Phone 09 414 0022
Open 7 days
Mon–Fri 8.30am–5.30pm
Sat 9am–4pm, Sun 10am–4pm
Public Holidays 10am–4pm

� M R A L M O S T
Believe it or not, if youwere looking for a
companion, JohnLandriganwas almost
yourman.

■ Eye contact— tick
■ Conversation— tick
■ Police check—a four-weekwait so
you’ll have to trustmeon this one— tick
■ Good sense of humour— tick
■ Don’tmindbeing takenout at client’s
expensewhile being paid— tick
■ Good looking— therewasnomention
of this, so I’mcounting that as a tick
■ Well-travelled and interesting— tick
■ Presentation—seriously lacking.
Asked to comeback for a second
interview

■ Formore information see
www.knights2rememba.co.nz


